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From The Principal… 
      

Thanks so much to everyone who came out to support our 

Spirit Night at Fuddrucker’s.  We had a fantastic turn out and 

appreciate the tremendous support we always receive from our 

school family at these events.  We also had a wonderful time 

with our local Pastors at our first ever Pastries for Pastors.  Our 

local Pastors were invited in to share breakfast with the 

students who attend their church.  It was a wonderful event for 

everyone involved. 

 

Keeping the car riders in the cafeteria for dismissal has worked 

so well that we are going to make this a permanent procedure 

for afternoon dismissal.  Since we have SO many car riders and 

they were spread so far down the sidewalk outside, it was very 

difficult for the boys and girls to hear.  We are more 

centralized in the cafeteria and do not have to worry about 

sudden weather changes since we will stay inside each day.  

Also, thanks for following the procedure of turning off your 

engine when you are between the yellow loading lines as the 

children go safely to their cars. 

 

I would also like to remind everyone that our school day begins 

at 7:40 AM each day.  It is VERY important for our boys and 

girls to be here on time and ready to begin their day.  If you are 

late, please remember that an adult must accompany your child 

and sign him/her in at the front office so the student can receive 

a tardy pass to be admitted to class.  Please do not drop your 

child off without walking them into the building if they are 

tardy.  Another important reminder concerns early dismissal.  It 

           

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Lyman Elementary School 

1221 Holly Springs Road, Lyman, SC 29365 

Phone: (864) 949-2330 

Fax: (864) 949-2339 

http://www.spart5.net/les/ 

Tim Henson, Principal 

Patti Hines, Assistant Principal 

 

Kindergarten Registration is coming! 
K4 & K5 

Friday, Mar. 20
th
 7:30 - 4:00 

To register you must have: 

 Legal Birth Certificate 

 SC Immunization Record (white form) 

 Proof of Residence  

(Mortgage, Lease or Utility Bill in parent’s name)            

Please provide custody papers if applicable. 

Child must be 4 yrs. old for K4 and 5 years old 

for K5 ON or BEFORE Sept. 1 

 
 

Limited School Choice Reminder 
 
Remember that the deadline for Limited School Choice is 
March 13th 2009.  Students who currently attend Lyman 
Elementary on Limited School Choice, as well as those 
wishing to enroll under this program, must adhere to this 
deadline. The forms are available at the school office or on 
the District Five website at www.spart5.net.  Please call the 
school office if you have any questions, or if we can help in 
any way. 

 

is our goal to have your child here all day every day.  Please 

avoid picking your child up early unless it is an absolutely 

necessity.  It is important for ALL our children to receive as 

much instruction each day as possible.  Being tardy or 

leaving early can really add up to a great deal of missed 

instruction across the course of a school year. 

 

Soon we will begin making plans for the 2009-2010 school 

year (that’s hard to believe isn’t it?).   Please remember that 

we do not take parent requests for teachers.  However, I 

encourage you to send me a note describing your child’s 

needs/characteristics and his/her needs/characteristics in a 

teacher.  This information, along with many other factors, 

will assist us as we make the best placement for your child 

for next year. We work extremely hard over the summer in 

an attempt to get the right “fit” between your child and their 

new teacher. As always, your child’s best interest will be our 

priority as we develop our classes for next year. 

 

Thanks again so much for ALL you do to help Lyman 

Elementary be the best place for every child that enters our 

door. 

 

Tim Henson, 

 Principal 

http://www.spart5.net/les/
http://www.spart5.net/
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TERRIFIC KIDS 

February 2009 
 

Teacher  Terrific Kids 
 

            Deal   Maribeth Eubanks 

 Stull   Adaris Vazquez  

White   Roman Marcano 

Pittman   Addison Vaughn 

Dismukes  Xochitl Vazquez 

Coan   Julianna Whitener  

Durham   Julie Covil  

Cross   Justin Waid   

Heinze   Autumn Kite    

Martin   Sally Clark 

Bomar   Isabella Mendoza 

Atkinson  Nichole Reitz 

Griswold  Lena Mosijchuk   

Eubanks  Lars Spaulding 

Dukes   Sophia Kinsella  

Cummings  Kristina Knafelc  

Burnette  Madison Clemons   

Starkey  Marco Vazquez 

Kemmerer  Savannah Atkins 

Smith   Jake Hammett   

Edens   Caitlyn Snyder  

Horton   Destiny Kite  

Howell   Rebecca Turner 

Cassidy   Montrell Jones  

Harrill   Matt Jackson   

Peterson  Marissa Coleman 

Simmons  Emily Biggers 

Owens   Cynthia Gonzales 

Stephens  Zuvarious Martin 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    
 

Feb. 26th @ 8 am 

Terrific Kids Celebration 

 

March 17th @ 9 am in the Cafeteria 

BSIS Band to perform for 4th grade  

 

March 19th 

Health & Fitness Night at LES 

 

March 20th 

In Service – No School for Students 

Kindergarten Registration 

 

March 26th @ 8 am 

Terrific Kids Celebration 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Art News 
 
 

Nancy Basket, an artist-in-residence, visited our school 
during the month of February.  She taught us how to 
make hand-made paper from recycled construction 
paper scraps.  We used our artistic paper to create a 
large mural of a lion that we will hang near the art 
room to commemorate our first year at Lyman 
Elementary.  We are very excited about displaying our 
first permanent piece of artwork! 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
"Third grade students enjoy Artist in Residence, Nancy Basket." 

Spring Flower Sale 
 

Don’t forget…The deadline to turn in your money 

and order forms for the Spring Flower Sale is 

Tuesday, March 3rd. 

 

Sell to: 

Win prizes in the “Go for the Glow” Brochure 

$100 sold wins 1 spin on the Money Wheel 

$150 sold wins Limo & Lunch 

Top Seller wins $50 Cash Bonus 
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The Parent’s Corner 
 

DOCTOR'S RECOMMEND TALK, NOT TELEVISION, FOR 
YOUNG CHILDREN 

 

People- not TV- are the best thing for children under two.  At 
least, this is what the National Organization of Pediatricians 

believes.  That’s why they suggest to parents that this age 

group avoids TV. 
 

The doctors note research on early brain development.  It 
shows that babies and toddlers need to interact directly with 

people. 

 
Such contact promotes healthy brain growth.  It also develops 

social, emotional and thinking skills. 
 

PRACTICE PUTTING THINGS IN ORDER TO BUILD SKILLS 

FOR MATH & SCIENCE 
 

Learning to put things in certain order, or sequencing, is a 
necessary step to learn before children can do math problems 

in school.  Even the simplest equation of two plus two equals 
four must be in order for it to make sense. 

 

Here are some things to try: 
 

*Arrange blocks by size.  Pick three blocks of varying sizes 
and show your child how to line them up from smallest to 

largest.  Then mix them up and ask him to try. 

 
*Talk about the order of the day.  You can talk about 

eating breakfast first, lunch second and dinner third.  You can 
discuss your child's bedtime routine:  "first take your bath, 

then brush your teeth and get pajamas on, then we will read 
a story." 

 

*Cook together!  Following a recipe is a wonderful way to 
teach sequencing.  For pre-readers, read the steps of the 

recipe out loud to them.  Let them help you in some way with 
each step of the recipe. 

 

 
Compiled from: 

Parents Make a Difference 

Kaye Arnold 

Parent Educator 

 

 
Guidance News 

 

CHARACTER BUILDING BEGINS AT HOME 

 

Our character trait for February is KINDNESS. 

 

TEACHING CHILDREN TO BE KIND 

 

We all want our children to respect other people and to 

be polite.  Children who are treated with respect learn to 

respect others. Say, “excuse me,” “thank you” and 

“please” to your children.  Children learn to solve 

problems by watching adults.  If we solve problems by 

yelling, screaming and hitting, they will too.  Try to 

practice solving problems in a positive way. 

 

FAMILY ACTIVITIES TO TEACH KINDNESS 

 

.  Have your child share with you about a time when 

   someone showed kindness to him or her.   

 

.  Share with your child about a time you showed 

   kindness to someone. 

 

.   Decide on some people to show kindness to, and  

    make a plan for showing kindness to these people. 

 

WISE WORDS ABOUT KINDNESS 
 

“KINDNESS IS NEVER WASTED.” 

- Aesop 

KINDNESS COMES IN ALL SHAPES AND SIZES! 

 

KIND WORDS 

 KIND THOUGHTS 

KIND ACTIONS 

 

Compiled by: 

Mrs. Stokes  

School Counselor 

 School Yearbooks! 

 
Order your Lyman Elementary School year book 

today!  The cost is $15 and the deadline for 

ordering is February 27
th

!  
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             Kindergarten News 
 
This month in Kindergarten, we celebrated the 100

th
 

day of school.  Each student celebrated this day by 

collecting 100 different things of his or her choice and 

placing them in a Ziploc bag.  Students also pretended 

they were 100 years old and wrote what it would be 

like to be 100.  Classes read books about the 100
th

 day 

of school and we counted to 100! 

Kindergarteners also had Valentine’s Day parties and 

swapped Valentine cards.  Each class graphed 

conversation hearts and predicted how many hearts 

were in their baggy.   

It is unbelievable how much our kindergarteners have 

learned since the beginning of the year!  Go 

kindergarten Lyman Lions!  Keep up the great work! 

 

Kindergarten Teachers 

 

 

PTO News 

What a night we had at Fuddruckers!!  Mr. Henson had a great 
time calling out names and we made $ 356.00!!  That’s awesome!  
Thank you to everyone who supported our second Spirit Night.  
The community has been astounded by our school’s turnout, and 
we are so appreciative of our parents and students.  Our third and 
final Spirit Night will be in April at Chick-fil-a in Greer.  Watch for 
more information as the time gets closer.  

Our first batch of Interwrite Boards has been ordered!  Thank you 
again for making this much-needed equipment available to our 
teachers.  The Spring Bulb and Seed Sale that is going on now will 
help us raise the funds for the rest of the boards.  The items 
ordered should be back before Spring Break so you can plant your 
seeds over the break!   

The Campbell Soup Labels keep pouring in!!  Thank you so 
much!!  These labels will be banked into an account and the LES 
faculty will be able to shop the Campbell’s Supply Catalog to 
choose items to be used in the classrooms.    

We have also just begun a program to recycle juice pouches 
(Capri-Sun and Kool-Aid Jammers) and receive two cents for 
every pouch we recycle.  Please watch for more information for 
this program as well.  

The Box Top Popcorn party leaders are: 

K5 – White 

1
st

 - Martin 

2
nd

 - Griswold 

3
rd

 - Howell 

4th  - Cassidy  

This contest ends Friday, February 27th. The winners will be 
announced on Monday, March 2nd. The competition is close, so 
the leaders could change.  Happy clipping!  

Remember that the PTO has an email address now!  You can 
contact us at lyman_pto@spart5.net.  Email us YOUR email 
address and we’ll keep you up to date with reminders and any 
needs that we may have.  We look forward to hearing from you!!  

As spring arrives (slowly but surely,) we’d like to once again take 
time to thank you for your unending support!  The parents and 
students of Lyman Elementary are the best ever, and the PTO 
appreciates all that you do for the school.  

Sincerely,      
 
Your PTO Board 
 
Julie Clark                 Nadine Matthews 
Kandice Cordell       Julie McMakin 
Eric Cummings         Rita Simmons 
Amy Harter               Jeanne Brown 
Paula Laurendine  

 
 
  
 

 

 

 

News from K4 

January and February have been extremely 

busy months!  We wished for snow and saw very 

little.  (We haven’t given up.)  However, we have 

seen a lot of cold and rainy days.  We have 

taken this opportunity to learn about winter and 

the weather.    We discussed the type of 

clothing and shoes that are worn in winter.  We 

have learned that the weather can change from 

being extremely cold to very warm and back to 

cold all in one day.   Please ask your child to 

share with you about our classroom 

thermometer.   Valentine’s Day was wonderful!  

Ms. Starnes and I have never felt so loved.  We 

are still receiving handmade valentines that say 

“I love you!” The children are making these in 

the writing center during center time.  Thanks 

for sharing your sweethearts with us!     

Mrs. Farmer/Ms. Starnes 
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Second Grade News 

 
This month we will begin the ELA unit on Fact and 

Opinion.  A fact is something that is true. It can be 

proven. An opinion is what someone thinks or feels.  

Students need to understand the basic concept of real and 

make-believe before identifying fact and opinion.  They 

must recognize the difference between books that tell 

facts or give information and books that are fantasy or 

make-believe. Distinguishing between fact and opinion 

can help students better understand what they are reading.  

The closing activity for this unit is a fact and opinion 

book.  This will be a fun and interesting activity for the 

students. ** Don’t forget that seeing you read, and you 

reading to your child, are powerful things. Second graders 

are not too big to be read to and they love the one-on-one 

time with you. After sharing a book, talk with them about 

it.  Ask them questions about what’s happening in the 

story. Have them re-tell the story to you.  Non-fiction 

book - ask them to tell you something they learned from 

reading the book. Make it fun.  Enjoy!!  

 

In math, we will begin a unit on measurement.  This is a 

hands-on unit.  We will measure with rulers, yardsticks, 

meter sticks, and scales. We will learn about the U.S. 

customary system of measuring (inch, feet, yard, pound, 

etc.) and the metric system (centimeter, meter).  The 

children will learn that we choose our tools for measuring 

based on what/why we are measuring.  We will even 

practice measuring liquids to find the volume! The 

children really enjoy this unit! Also, we will continue to 

review time, money, and addition/subtraction with 

regrouping. Please, please, please provide additional 

practice with these skills at home when you can.  Just that 

little extra push seems to make a big difference.  

 

The groundhog said that we have six more weeks of 

winter, but it sure doesn’t seem like it…does it?  Mr. 

Henson has a wonderful saying about what kids need.  He 

says, “They all need to eat some dirt every now and then.”  

In other words they need to go outside and play and get a 

little dirty.  It’s good for them!  A school day can be a 

long day for a 7 or 8 year old.  Enjoy the beautiful 

weather when you can because it may not last.  Thanks for 

all you do to support what we do here. 

 

Second Grade Teachers 

 

 

First Grade News 
 

Can you believe that we have already celebrated the 

100th day of school?  Boy does time fly! The month 

of February has been filled with lots of “fun-loving” 

activities.  During the second week in this month, we 

had “fun” listening to read alouds read by some of 

our awesome staff during “For the Love of Reading 

Week” in the library.  And we’ve shared our “love” 

for one another by exchanging Valentine’s Day 

goodies and by giving unselfishly to cancer patients 

through our “Zig the Pig” campaign. A BIG THANKS 

TO ALL THOSE WHO  GAVE AND TO THOSE 

WHO HAD IT IN THEIR “HEARTS” TO GIVE BUT 

COULD NOT DO SO AT THIS TIME.  

 

In our classrooms, first grade has been working 

hard this month with exploring the elements of non-

fiction and looking at text features which allow us 

to draw conclusions and make inferences about what 

is important in the information. We also completed 

graphic organizers to help in identifying the details 

that support what is important in informational 

text. In math, we have been busy extending addition 

and subtraction concepts using larger numbers and 

measuring with time, money and using traditional 

tools as well as non-traditional tools to measure. In 

honor of President’s Day, we explored some of the 

contributions of many of our past Presidents and 

other historical figures. In science, we identified 

the features and patterns in the day and night sky 

and compared and contrasted the two for 

similarities and differences. 

 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL 

PARENTS/GUARDIANS WHO CONTINUE TO 

SUPPORT US AS WE WORK DILIGENTLY TO 

MAKE YOUR CHILD A SUCCESS! IT REALLY IS A 

TEAM EFFORT! 

                             

First Grade Teachers 
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Fourth Grade News 
“We Have ROARED Right Along” 

In social studies, we have been studying the three 

regions of English colonization:  New England 

Colonies, Middle Colonies, and South Colonies.  

Students have created travel brochures that detail 

information about each of the three main regions.  

We have also incorporated the use of Thinking Maps 

into our study of English colonization.   

  

In math, fourth graders are measuring using a 

variety of tools. We are beginning with length, and 

then we will continue on to weight and capacity. You 

may help your child by allowing him or her to measure 

food items while recipes are being made. Encourage 

your child to use a tape measure to figure out the 

area of his room. Our measurement unit is a very long 

unit. We will also continue to review long 

multiplication and strategies for dividing. In fourth 

grade, we focus on simple division in order to build a 

foundation for fifth grade mathematics. 

     

Science on the Cassidy /Simmons team includes the 

Solar System. We are modeling movements of the 

Earth and moon. Each child is observing the phase of 

the moon and recording this on a calendar sheet. We 

are also learning about the tides and the moon’s 

gravitational effect on our planet.  

 

In language arts, classes have been writing up a 

storm as we prepare for the writing portion of the 

PASS test. This is the test that has replaced the 

PACT test. At this point, the children are writing 

what we refer to as “hamburger paragraphs and 

meatball compositions.” If you are puzzled by that, 

just ask your fourth grader. They should be able to 

go into full detail as to what that means! In addition 

to the act of writing, we have been evaluating other 

writing to check for a clear focus, sufficient details, 

vivid and precise language, as well as the correct use 

of the conventions of written Standard American 

English. We have scored our own writing, each other’s 

writing and even some passages we have found. We 

have no doubts that the students are being well 

prepared for the writing portion of PASS that will 

take place on March 10 and 11.  

 
Fourth Grade Teachers 

 

Third Grade News 
It is so hard to believe that we have already celebrated 

the 100th Day of School! We have been busy in third 

grade with a field trip last month, MAPS Testing, and 

our regular classes! 

 

On January 28th we had our first field trip to Furman 

University to see "The Freedom Train." We learned 

more about slavery, Harriet Tubman, and the 

Underground Railroad. Although the rain soaked us, on 

the bus ride back to school we still had a blast! Thank 

you to all of our fantastic parents who volunteered to 

help us wrangle our students to and from the play! 

 

We are finishing our unit in measurement during our 

math classes. We now know how to weigh for capacity 

and volume, measure for length and width, tell time, 

AND understand fractions! Our unit for February is 

multiplication! We will learn the basics of multiplication, 

the facts 0-12, and how to solve problems using 

multiplication. 

 

Heat and Matter are the topics in science and we are 

having so much fun! There are so many hands-on 

activities for us to see the changes between a solid and 

a liquid, liquid and a gas, and then to see it all in reverse! 

We will continue to learn about heating and freezing 

this month.  

 

In ELA, we continue to work on text structures found in 

informational and fictional text. Students are working 

on comparing and contrasting, cause and effect, and 

sequencing. Students are looking for the structures 

within text and then applying the structures through 

writing.  

 

In SC History, we move into the Civil War. We will 

discuss causes and effects of the war. We learn SC 

impact on the war and battles that were fought in SC.  

 

Third grade is looking forward to our field trip to 

Columbia. We will visit the State House and the State 

Museum. We can’t wait to share what we discover!  
 

Third Grade Teachers 
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LES Reading Corner 
 

 

Everyday Strategies for Struggling Readers 

Lia Freitas, www.education.com  
 

Learning to read can be hard for some kids. Having a 

struggling reader at home can be even tougher for parents. 

You may have tried everything you can think of to help, but 

sometimes all those suggestions just make things worse. 

Usually, kids struggling with reading just need a little extra 

time. In the meantime, here are some everyday strategies 

that can help. 

 

Give Emotional Support  

Children need to know that even though they are struggling, 

they are loved and that you are not judging them. Emerging 

readers need to know that they are special and important.  

 

Positive Reinforcement  

Praise your child a lot even for the small things. Don't just 

say, "Nice Job." Think about what you are saying. For 

example, "I see you using the pictures to help you figure out 

the text. That's a great strategy." Or even, "Wow, I like that 

you are checking to make sure your reading makes sense." 

 

Have Lots of Books Available  

It's important to have lots of books in your house, but it is 

even more important to have books at your child's reading 

level. Even if some of the books are very basic, they will help 

them feel successful. 

 

Read to Your Child  

Just because your child is learning to read, doesn't mean that 

you should stop reading to them! While you're reading, track 

the words with your finger. Stop every so often to ask 

questions about what you have read. Read books that your 

child likes and if she asks you to, read the same books over 

and over again. This gives children a sense of security and 

familiarity, at a time when they're learning something new. 

 

Reading Interventionist, 

 Risa Lewis 
 

Music Notes 
 

What is the SC Elementary Honors Choir about?  Ask 

Emily Carroll, Addison Christopher, Erin Lee or 

Cha’Kiedrick Morgan.  They practiced hard here at 

LES to learn their music, and then they went to 

Charleston, SC and worked with Dr. Susan Messer to 

make their voices sound even better!  They were 

amazed by the sound the whole choir made when 

240 more voices sang together at the first rehearsal.  

They worked very hard, and their hard work was 

rewarded when they performed for hundreds of 

parents, siblings, friends and music teachers.  Way 

to go, singers!   

         
Here are our singers before the 9 hours of rehearsals began! 

 

      
Here they are after the 9 hours of rehearsals were 

over! 

 

                 
Yes, we were in Charleston, and we did get to see some 

water! 

A great big thank you from The Lyman Elementary Relay for 

Life Team to PTO & all the wonderful parents & students 

who purchased Pride Pops. This Valentine "fun-raiser" 

raised over $500.00 for our Relay for Life Team!!!! What an 

amazing start to such a worthy cause! THANK YOU!!!!  
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