
When Your Teen Comes Home Late 
Weekly Tip from the Love and Logic® Experts 

 
I know a dad who almost never has issues with his son regarding curfew. What are his secrets? 
  
First, he learned from the Love and Logic experts to give lots of choices and the freedom to mess up. He 
discovered that we all learn the most important life lessons by making mistakes and experiencing the 
consequences. Children who learn this way when they are young, and consequences are small, tend to 
make far better decisions when they are older, and consequences may be life or death. 
  
As his son became a teen, he continued to provide choices within limits: "Will you be home by 10 p.m. or 
do you need an extra half-hour?" 
  
Dad hoped that his son would be tardy at least once. When that happened, he delayed the consequence 
until he was calm. Then he provided a logical one: Doing all of Dad's chores that didn't get done because 
he was too busy worrying about the whereabouts of his son. 
  
Dad said, "I'm so glad you're okay. When you didn't get home at 10:30 like we agreed, I worried until you 
finally got home. Over the last couple days I've also spent so much time thinking about what I was going 
to do that I didn't get anything else done." 
  
His son replied, "So, I'm in trouble?" 
  
Dad responded, "Well, I just want to know when you plan to get all of those jobs done. Do you need one 
day or two?" 
  
His son said, "I don't know." 
  
Dad replied, "The good news is that you're okay and I love you. If you haven't gotten all of them 
completed in a couple days, I'll take care of it." 
  
This teen had learned from experience that it was always better to take care of things before dad had to! 
  
Dad found that the tips he learned in our CD, Trouble-Free Teens, actually made parenting a hormone-
laden youngster fun, most of the time. Teenagers really can be terrific! 

Thanks for reading! Our goal is to help as many families as possible. If this is a benefit, forward it to a 
friend. 
  
Dr. Charles Fay 
  
 


