
District Five Schools of Spartanburg County   

Policy 

 
CONTENT AND CREDIT RECOVERY 
 

Code IKADD* Issued 5/18 
 

Students who have been unsuccessful in mastering content or skills required to receive course 
credit may be offered the opportunity to participate in the district’s content or credit recovery 
programs.  
 
Content Recovery 
 
Spartanburg School District Five’s content recovery program consists of a course-specific, skill-
based learning opportunity for students who are still enrolled in a course with the original 
teacher of record assigned by the school who have not achieved mastery of course content that 
has already been addressed. Content recovery allows a student to retake a subset of a course, 
including a single unit, more than one unit, or other supplemental assignments/activities assigned 
and approved by a certified teacher as needed for the student to achieve mastery of the course 
content.  
 
Credit Recovery 
 
Spartanburg School District Five’s credit recovery program consists of a course-specific, skill-
based learning opportunity for students who have previously failed to master content or skills 
required to receive credit in a given course. The program is designed for students who are no 
longer enrolled in a course but who have achieved sufficient mastery to benefit from a block of 
instruction, less than the entirety of the course, which targets specific components or a subset of 
standards to address the student’s deficiencies.  
 
There will be no increase in the GPA of a student who achieves credit for a credit recovery 
course. Should a student wish to modify his/her GPA, he/she should repeat the full course for 
credit and not seek participation in the credit recovery program.   
 
Student Athletes  
 
Student athletes and their parents/legal guardians should be aware that current National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) rules place strict limitations on credits earned through 
content recovery and credit recovery programs. Participation in these programs are likely to 
affect a student’s eligibility for NCAA play (i.e., VirtualSC credit recovery courses are not 
approved by the NCAA). Consult the district athletic director for more information.   
 
Adopted 5/21/18 
 
 



 

 

FILE:  IKADD-E 
 

Spartanburg School District Five 
CREDIT RECOVERY APPLICATION 

 
 

Student name: ___________________________________________ Grade level: ____________  
 
Name of course(s) to be recovered:   ________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
To be completed by the student 
 
I understand that Spartanburg School District Five’s credit recovery program is designed to allow 
me the opportunity to earn credits towards graduation for courses I have previously taken and 
failed.  
 
I understand that because this program is individualized to include only the course content I have 
not yet mastered and does not include the full course content, a passing grade I receive for 
completion of the program will be entered as “P” on my transcript. If I do not earn a passing grade 
at the program’s conclusion, the failing grade I receive will be entered as “NP” on my transcript. 
Neither the “P” nor the “NP” grade designation will impact my GPA. My failing grade in the initial 
course will remain on my transcript as well. 
 
I understand participation in the credit recovery program is likely to affect my eligibility for 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) eligibility.  
 
I have read and understand district policy IKADD, and I, the undersigned, agree to the terms and 
conditions of the program contained therein. 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Student’s signature     Date of application 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
To be completed by the parent/legal guardian 
 
I, the parent/legal guardian of the above named student, do hereby give my consent for my child 
to participate in Spartanburg School District Five’s credit recovery program.  
 
I have read and understand district policy IKADD, and I, the undersigned, agree to the terms and 
conditions of the program contained therein. 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Parent/Legal guardian’s name (please print)  Parent/Legal guardian’s signature 
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Administrative Rule 

 
CONTENT AND CREDIT RECOVERY 
 

Code IKADD-R* Issued 9/18 
 

School administrators will coordinate with staff members to identify students appropriate for 
participation in content and credit recovery programs.  
 
Content Recovery 
 
Students must be currently enrolled in a course to participate in content recovery.  
 
Eligibility 
 
Students are eligible for participation in content recovery through the recommendation of their 
classroom teacher based upon a variety of factors including, but not limited to, documented 
student performance on formative and summative classroom assessments, student attendance 
patterns, and course content and curriculum pacing.  
 
Students are generally not limited in the amount of courses for which they may participate in 
content recovery; however, school administrators may elect to limit participation based upon 
parent/legal guardian and/or teacher recommendation.  
 
Grading  
 
Content recovery assignments must be completed no later than the official course completion 
date. Seniors must complete any content recovery assignments no later than the official date 
teachers submit final senior grades. Upon satisfactory completion of all assigned work within the 
time allowed, the teacher will factor the content recovery grade by replacing individual 
classroom grades with the corresponding individual content recovery grades. 
 
Credit Recovery 
 
Students must have previously failed a course to be eligible for credit recovery. Participation in 
credit recovery will not affect a student’s GPA. Should a student wish to modify his/her GPA, 
he/she should repeat the full course for credit and not seek participation in the credit recovery 
program.   
 
Eligibility 
 
Students are eligible for a credit recovery course if they have previously taken and failed an 
initial credit course. Students must have obtained a grade of 52 or higher in the initial credit 
course, or the student is not eligible for credit recovery and must retake the full course to receive 
credit. Students who have already received credit for a course are ineligible to participate in 
credit recovery to improve their final grade.  
 
Students will be required to complete an application to request placement in a credit recovery 
course. Consent of the student’s parent/legal guardian must be obtained prior to enrollment.  
 
Students may take no more than four credit recovery courses per year.  
 
 
 
Instruction and curriculum 
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The method of instruction for credit recovery courses may vary based upon the district resources 
available, and includes, but is not limited to, use of an online or computer-based program, 
VirtualSC, direct instruction by a certified teacher either in person or via distance learning, or 
blended learning. Individuals charged with facilitating credit recovery courses will receive 
training in online instruction management and related technology, when applicable.  
 
Each credit recovery course will be based upon state curriculum standards and objectives for the 
corresponding subject and will be aligned across courses within the district. The standards and 
concepts to be addressed in credit recovery courses will be determined by the teacher who 
assigned the student the failing grade in the initial credit course, through a diagnostic tool 
utilized by the credit recovery course facilitator or software program, or through another 
diagnostic assessment offered by the district.    
 
Credit recovery course offerings may be limited by the availability of space, facilitators, and 
appropriate computer-based content and/or due to district budgetary constraints. 
 
Grading 
 
Students enrolled in a fall semester credit recovery course are not permitted to remain in a credit 
recovery course past the official fall course completion date. Students enrolled in a spring 
semester credit recovery course must complete the credit recovery course within two weeks of 
the official last day of school. Students enrolled in a credit recovery course during summer 
school are not permitted to remain in the credit recovery course past the official summer school 
course completion date. 
 
Credit recovery courses taken during the final semester of the school year must be completed no 
later than two weeks following the last day of the academic year. Graduating seniors must 
complete credit recovery courses no later than the day prior to graduation. Additionally, rising 
seniors enrolled in credit recovery courses during a summer session must complete those courses 
no later than August 15th to count for the current academic year. Other students enrolled in 
credit recovery courses during a summer session may extend past August 15th, but the course 
credit will be recorded in the next academic year.  
 
When a student has shown mastery of the credit recovery material, the student will receive credit 
for the course. Because end-of-course examinations focus on assessing a student’s mastery of an 
entire course, and credit recovery only focuses on a portion of the course’s content, students will 
not be permitted to retake the exam.  
 
Student grades in credit recovery courses are designed to be GPA-neutral, meaning that the 
student’s GPA will not be affected by the student’s grade in the course. The failing grade in the 
initial credit course will remain on the student’s transcript. If the student passes the credit 
recovery course with a 60 or higher, the passing grade will be entered as “P.” If the student does 
not pass, the failing grade will be entered as “NP.” Neither the “P” nor the “NP” grade 
designation will impact the student’s GPA.  
 
Cost 
 
Credit recovery courses are typically provided to students without charge. However, a student’s 
parent/legal guardian will be responsible for any and all costs associated with a district-approved 
request to utilize an alternative method of instruction in lieu of the no-cost option the district 
offers.  
 
Issued 5/21/18; Revised 9/24/18 
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Administrative Rule 

 
GRADING/ASSESSMENT SYSTEMS 
 

Code IKA-R Issued 9/18 
 
The primary purpose of grading is to keep parents/legal guardians and students fully informed of 
a student’s progress and to provide continuous and accurate records of each student’s achievement 
for use in instruction. Grading is not to be influenced by pressure from parents/legal guardians. It 
is not to be used as a weapon for disciplinary purposes. 
 
Grading Scales 
 
Elementary/Intermediate/Middle schools (grades kindergarten through eight) 
 
Letter, number, and standards based assessments will be used for report cards in the elementary, 
intermediate, and middle school grades based on the following scale: 
 
Kindergarten (four and five-year-old) and first grade will use standards-based progress reports. 
 
Second grade will use a combination of letter/number grades and standards-based progress reports. 
 
Grade three through six will use the following: 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Numerical 
Average 

A   90 - 100 
B 80 - 89 
C 70 - 79 
D 60 - 69 
U 59 and below
I Incomplete 

 
Grades seven and eight will use the following: 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Numerical 
Average 

A   90 - 100 
B 80 - 89 
C 70 - 79 
D 60 - 69 
F 59 and below

 
Where alternative assessments are being utilized, special administrative permission may be given 
for alternative forms of reporting to parents/legal guardians. 
 
Those students placed in below grade level groups will receive actual grade earned. However, the 
fact that the child is performing below grade level MUST be clearly stated during each reporting 
period. This information must be communicated to the parents/legal guardians on all report cards, 
interim reports, and during all conferences. 
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High school (grades nine through 12) 
 
Student progress in grades nine through 12 is reported for all subjects as follows: 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Numerical 
Average 

A   90 - 100 
B 80 - 89 
C 70 - 79 
D 60 - 69 
F 59 and below

 
State Uniform Grading Scale (Grades Nine through 12) 
 
Carnegie-bearing courses 
 
Numerical breaks for letter grades, weightings for specified courses, and a conversion chart for 
computing grade point ratios follow. 
 

South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions 

Numerical Average Letter 
Grade

College 
Prep Honors AP/IB/Dual 

Credit 
100 A 5.000 5.500 6.000 
99 A 4.900 5.400 5.900 
98 A 4.800 5.300 5.800 
97 A 4.700 5.200 5.700 
96 A 4.600 5.100 5.600 
95 A 4.500 5.000 5.500 
94 A 4.400 4.900 5.400 
93 A 4.300 4.800 5.300 
92 A 4.200 4.700 5.200 
91 A 4.100 4.600 5.100 
90 A 4.000 4.500 5.000 
89 B 3.900 4.400 4.900 
88 B 3.800 4.300 4.800 
87 B 3.700 4.200 4.700 
86 B 3.600 4.100 4.600 
85 B 3.500 4.000 4.500 
84 B 3.400 3.900 4.400 
83 B 3.300 3.800 4.300 
82 B 3.200 3.700 4.200 
81 B 3.100 3.600 4.100 
80 B 3.000 3.500 4.000 
79 C 2.900 3.400 3.900 
78 C 2.800 3.300 3.800 
77 C 2.700 3.200 3.700 
76 C 2.600 3.100 3.600 
75 C 2.500 3.000 3.500 
74 C 2.400 2.900 3.400 
73 C 2.300 2.800 3.300 
72 C 2.200 2.700 3.200 
71 C 2.100 2.600 3.100 
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South Carolina Uniform Grading Scale Conversions 

Numerical Average Letter 
Grade 

College 
Prep Honors AP/IB/Dual 

Credit 

70 C 2.000 2.500 3.000 
69 D 1.900 2.400 2.900 
68 D 1.800 2.300 2.800 
67 D 1.700 2.200 2.700 
66 D 1.600 2.100 2.600 
65 D 1.500 2.000 2.500 
64 D 1.400 1.900 2.400 
63 D 1.300 1.800 2.300 
62 D 1.200 1.700 2.200 
61 D 1.100 1.600 2.100 
60 D 1.000 1.500 2.000 
59 F 0.900 1.400 1.900 
58 F 0.800 1.300 1.800 
57 F 0.700 1.200 1.700 
56 F 0.600 1.100 1.600 
55 F 0.500 1.000 1.500 
54 F 0.400 0.900 1.400 
53 F 0.300 0.800 1.300 
52 F 0.200 0.700 1.200 
51 F 0.100 0.600 1.100 

0-50 F 0.000 0.000 0.000 
50 WF 0.000 0.000 0.000 
50 FA 0.000 0.000 0.000 
- WP 0.000 0.000 0.000 
- P 0.000 0.000 0.000 
- NP 0.000 0.000 0.000 
- AU 0.000 0.000 0.000 

 
When a student successfully recovers the credit for a failed course, a “P” will be recorded as the 
letter grade. When a student fails to recover the credit for a failed course, an “NP” will be entered 
as the letter grade. When a student is allowed to audit a course, an “AU” will be recorded for the 
letter grade. The course and grade information will display on the student’s transcript. 
 
Conversion Process 
 
All report cards and transcripts will use numerical grades for courses carrying Carnegie units. 
Transcripts and report cards will show course title and level/type of course taken. The grading 
scale must be printed on the report card. 
 
When transcripts are received from accredited out-of-state schools (or in-state from accredited 
sources other than the public schools) and numerical averages are provided, those averages must 
be used in transferring the grades to the student’s record. If letter grades with no numerical 
averages are provided, the following equivalents will be used to transfer the grades into the 
student’s record: 

A = 95 
B = 85 
C = 75 
D = 65 
F = 50 
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If the transcript indicates that the student has earned a passing grade in any course with a numerical 
average lower than 60, the average will be converted to a 65 numerical grade. 
 
If the transcript shows that the student has earned a grade of “P” (passing) or “F” (failing), that 
grade will be converted to a numerical grade based upon information secured from the sending 
institution as to the approximate numerical value of the “P” or the “F.”  
 
If no numerical average can be obtained from the sending institution, the receiving school will 
calculate the student’s cumulative transfer GPA and the corresponding number equivalent will be 
assigned to replace the “P.” 
 
If no numerical average can be obtained from the sending institution on the “F,” the grade entered 
will be a 50. 
 
The district will consider a student’s transcript along with additional supporting evidence such as 
course syllabi, lesson plans, schedules, textbooks, or other instructional resources to validate 
course credits from homeschools. 
 
For international students, the district will attempt to gather as much course information as possible 
from the sending school, including course syllabi, standards, end-of-course assessment results, or 
other instructional resources to determine the course credits that are the best match. 
 
End-of-Course Testing and the Credit Recovery Option 
 
In courses requiring state end-of-course testing, the district will apply the mandatory 20 percent 
weighting of the end-of-course test to the student’s final grade. The student will be allowed to take 
the examination only once, at the end of the regular course duration and not at the end of an 
extended period granted through the credit recovery option. The school will treat students who 
repeat the course as though they were taking the course for the first time, and all requirements will 
apply. 
 
Honors Courses 
 
Honors courses are intended for students exhibiting superior abilities in the particular course 
content area. The honors curriculum places emphasis on critical and analytical thinking, rational 
decision-making, and inductive and deductive reasoning. Honors courses should not encourage a 
student to graduate early but should extend course opportunities at the high school level.  
 
The district may designate honors courses and give the assigned weighting under the following 
conditions: 
 
 An honors course must have a curriculum that extends, accelerates, and enriches the College 

Preparatory (CP) course study in rigor, complexity, challenges, and creativity as outlined in 
the Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 
 

 Instructional practices for advanced learners must demonstrate appropriate differentiation that 
will enhance the delivery of instruction while strengthening the components outlined in the 
Profile of the South Carolina Graduate. 

 
 Assessments must align with the honors level curriculum and instructional best practices, to 

include pre-assessment, formative assessment, and summative assessment. 
 
One-half of a quality point (.5) will be added to the CP weighting for honors courses that meet all 
three criteria listed above. These criteria apply to all courses, including those offered online and in 
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other nontraditional settings, as well as those recorded on a transcript from an out-of-state-school 
accredited under the board of education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency. 
This is applicable even if the district does not offer the course being transferred.  
 
Transfer courses 
 
Home school, private school, or out-of-state non-public school students will have the opportunity 
to provide evidence of work to be considered for honors weighting when transferring to a public 
school. The district will evaluate evidence provided by the parent/legal guardian or student before 
transcribing the course at honors weight. The receiving school may use the South Carolina Honors 
Framework criteria to evaluate such evidence and will make the final decision on whether to award 
the honors weighting. 
 
Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) Courses 
 
The following criteria apply to the College Board’s AP courses and to IB courses, including those 
offered online and in other nontraditional settings, as well as those recorded on a transcript from 
an out-of-state-school accredited under the board of education of that state or the appropriate 
regional accrediting agency: 
 
 Only AP or IB courses can be awarded a full quality point above the CP weighting. Seminar 

or support courses for AP or IB may be weighted as honors but not as AP or IB courses. 
 
 An AP course can carry only one credit with the quality point above the CP weighting. 
 
 A standard-level (SL) IB course can carry only one quality point. However, two quality points 

of IB credit can be granted for higher-level (HL) courses in the IB program that require a 
minimum of 240 hours of instruction. 

 
Dual Credit Courses 
 
Dual credit courses, whether the course is taken at the school site where the student is enrolled or 
at a post-secondary institution, are defined as those courses for which the student has received 
permission from his/her home school to earn both Carnegie units and college credits for those 
particular courses. One quality point will be added to the CP weighting for dual credit courses that 
are applicable to baccalaureate degrees, associate degrees, or certification programs that lead to an 
industry credential offered by accredited institutions. 
 
College remediation and orientation classes for dual credit will be weighted as CP. 
 
All dual credit courses earned in South Carolina should be transcribed with the 1.0 quality point 
weight when the student transfers to a new school. Dual credit courses earned out of state may or 
may not carry quality point weightings. When a student transfers, the weight applied at the sending 
institution according to that state’s regulations will be applied to the student’s transcript. The 
district will not change the weight of a dual credit course to match South Carolina’s process.  
 
Grade Point Averages (GPA) 
 
The uniform grading scale and system for figuring GPA and class rank will apply to all courses 
carrying Carnegie units, including units earned at the middle/junior high school level. 
 
As applicable, the district will recalculate GPAs already earned by students based on the three-
decimal-point scale as outlined in this administrative rule. 
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Grade point averages will be figured uniformly in all schools using the following formula. The 
formula will yield each student’s GPA which can then be ranked from highest to lowest rank in 
class. Computations will be rounded to the third decimal place as outlined in the state’s uniform 
grading policy. All diploma candidates are included in the ranking. 
 

GPA = sum (quality points x units) 
     sum of units attempted 

 
The board will determine the criteria for determining honor graduates, to include valedictorian or 
salutatorian, and may establish earlier cutoffs (e.g., the seventh semester of high school, the third 
nine weeks of the senior year) when determining a rank for any local purpose. However, class rank 
for LIFE Scholarships is determined at the conclusion of the spring semester of the senior year. 
 
Course Withdrawals 
 
With the first day of enrollment as the baseline, students who withdraw from a course within three 
days in a 45-day course, five days in a 90-day course, or 10 days in a 180-day course will do so 
without penalty. 
 
Students who withdraw from a course after the specified time of three days in a 45-day course, 
five days in a 90-day course, or 10 days in a 180-day course will be assigned a WF and the F (as 
a 50) will be calculated in the student’s overall grade point average. 
 
The three, five, and 10-day limitations for withdrawing from a course without penalty do not apply 
to course or course level changes approved by the administration of a school. Students who 
withdraw with administrative approval will be given a WP. The district will establish withdrawal 
limitations for distance learning courses. 
 
Students who drop out of school or are expelled after the allowed period for withdrawal, but before 
the end of the grading period, will be assigned grades in accordance with the following: 
 
 The student will receive a WP if he/she was passing the course. The grade of WP will carry no 

Carnegie units and no quality points to be factored into the student’s GPA. 
 
 The student will receive a WF if he/she was failing the course. The grade of WF will carry no 

Carnegie units but will be factored into the student’s GPA as a 50. 
 
If a student fails a course due to excessive absences, the school may record an FA on his/her 
transcript. The grade of FA will carry no Carnegie units but will be factored into the student’s GPA 
as a 50. 
 
Retaking Courses 
 
Students in grades nine through 12 may retake a course at the same level of difficulty if they earned 
a D or F in that course. The student’s transcript will reflect all courses taken and the grades earned. 
However, only one course attempt and the highest grade earned for the course will be calculated 
in the GPA. 
 
The student may retake the course either during the current school year or during the next school 
year but no later than the next school year. In addition, the student must retake the course before 
he/she has enrolled in the next sequential course (unless granted approval by the school 
administration to do so). 
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A student who has taken a course for a Carnegie unit prior to his/her ninth grade year may retake 
that course regardless of the grade earned. A student who retakes a high school credit course from 
middle school must complete it before the beginning of the second year of high school. In this 
case, only the retake grade will be used in figuring the student’s GPA. 
 
Academic Honors* 
 
Students graduating early will be ranked as members of the senior class. 
 
Byrnes High School will identify a valedictorian, a salutatorian, marshals, honor graduates, and 
highest rank in each class as follows: 
 
 Valedictorian - the student who has the highest class rank in the graduation class after the 

interim of the eighth semester. 
 

 Salutatorian - the student who has the second highest class rank in the graduation class after 
the interim of the eighth semester. 

 
 Marshals - the 20 juniors who have the highest class rank at the interim of the sixth semester. 
 
 Honor graduates - the top 10 percent of the senior class at the interim of the eighth semester. 
 
 Highest rank in each class (for recognition at graduation) - the highest ranking students in 

ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades at the interim of the current semester. (The interim grades 
will be used as the projected end-of-course grades.) 

 
In order to be ranked for honors, students must have been in attendance at the high school a 
designated number of semesters (including the semester in which rank was projected). These will 
be as follows: 
 
 ninth grade    two semesters 
 tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades three semesters 
 
Transfer Students 
 
Students transferring into a high school in this district from a school accredited under the 
regulations of the board of education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency: 
the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges 
and Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest 
Association of Colleges and Schools will be eligible to receive extra quality points for Honors 
Level, Advanced Placement, and International Baccalaureate courses as long as the transferring 
courses are clearly labeled. 
 
Students transferring into the high school from a school not accredited under the regulations of the 
board of education of that state or the appropriate regional accrediting agency: the New England 
Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest Association of 
Colleges and Schools will not be eligible to receive extra quality points. 
 
In the event of a situation not covered by this procedure, the administration will determine the 
proper procedure. 
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Spartanburg County Scholar’s Academy/Spartanburg County Early College High 
School/Spartanburg County Virtual School 
 
*Scholar’s Academy/Spartanburg County Early College High School/Spartanburg County Virtual 
School graduates will be included in the overall class rank at Byrnes High School, but will not be 
eligible to be recognized as Byrnes High School valedictorian, salutatorian, marshals, or ushers. 
They may be recognized as Scholar’s Academy/Spartanburg County Early College High 
School/Spartanburg County Virtual School honor graduates and receive all other appropriate rights 
and privileges due to their class rank. 
 
The college credit hours earned in the Scholar’s Academy/Spartanburg County Early College High 
School/Spartanburg County Virtual School may or may not transfer to other institutions of higher 
education. Applicants should research institutions of higher education to determine acceptance of 
these hours of credit. 
 
Issued 10/24/88, Revised 4/25/94, 11/25/96, 6/12/00, 9/25/00, 11/03, 3/26/07, 2/25/13, 9/26/16, 
9/25/17, 11/20/17, 9/24/18 
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