
Here is the work we generated when I modeled the process of writing the body paragraphs of your 
Puritan Philosophy essay.  You may feel free to use word-for-word this example in your paper. 

First, we looked for quotes that would support the claim that Puritans believed that man is 
saved by grace and not by works.   

Then, we highlighted only the portions of the excerpts that we needed because we want to be 
clear and concise and because padding a paper with unnecessary quotes is a form of 
plagiarism. 

We took the time to write down an explanation of how the quote would help us prove our point.  
When you are using source material as evidence in a paper, this step is the single best way to 
make writing the paper easier, because you will have already done the hard part—the thinking. 

The following quotes come from Jonathan Edwards’ Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 

 “However you may have reformed your life in many things, and may have had religious 

affections, and may keep up a form of religion in your families and closets, and in the house of 

God, it is nothing but his mere pleasure that keeps you from being this moment swallowed up 

in everlasting destruction, and you have no interest in any Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of 

to save yourself, nothing to keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you 

ever have done, nothing that you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment.”   Sinners in 

the Hands of an Angry God 

This quote tells how our good works will not save us. 

 
 “God has laid himself under no obligation, by any promise to keep any natural man out of hell 

one moment. God certainly has made no promises either of eternal life, or of any deliverance or 

preservation from eternal death, but what are contained in the covenant of grace, the promises 

that are given in Christ, in whom all the promises are yea and amen. But surely they have no 

interest in the promises of the covenant of grace who are not the children of the covenant, who 

do not believe in any of the promises, and have no interest in the Mediator of the covenant.” 

This quote speaks of grace. 
 

 “So that, whatever some have imagined and pretended about promises made to natural men's 

earnest seeking and knocking, it is plain and manifest, that whatever [efforts] a natural man 

takes in religion, whatever prayers he makes, till he believes in Christ, God is under no manner 

of obligation to keep him a moment from eternal destruction.” 

This quote tells how our good works will not save us but that accepting 

grace will. 

 

Next, we used the topic of our paragraph, the belief that man is saved by grace and not by 
works, to help construct a topic sentence for this example: 

Jonathan Edwards displays the Puritan belief that man is saved by grace and not by 

works when he says that 



Our paper’s topic is to prove that all Puritans believed the three tenets.  Our 

reader needs to know that though we may be quoting three specific people, Anne 

Bradstreet, Jonathan Edwards, and Edward Taylor, they represent the entire 

group of Puritans. Therefore, it is important that we include the phrase “displays 

the Puritan belief,” rather than saying “Jonathan Edwards believes…” 

Then, we looked again at the quotes that we had highlighted to see exactly how much of the 

quote we would need. The green highlighting shows what we were able to omit.  Notice how 

much we were able to cut out.  Taking out those unnecessary portions will keep our reader 

from wading around in ideas that don’t seem directly related to the topic being discussed. 

“However you may have reformed your life in many things, and may have had religious 

affections, and may keep up a form of religion in your families and closets, and in the house of 

God, it is nothing but his mere pleasure that keeps you from being this moment swallowed up 

in everlasting destruction, and you have no interest in any Mediator, and nothing to lay hold of 

to save yourself, nothing to keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you 

ever have done, nothing that you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment.” 

the covenant of grace, the promises that are given in Christ 

that whatever [efforts] a natural man takes in religion, whatever prayers he makes, till he 

believes in Christ, God is under no manner of obligation to keep him a moment from eternal 

destruction.” 

Jonathan Edwards displays the Puritan belief that man is saved by grace and not by 

works when he says that, “[. . .] you may have reformed your life in many things [. . .],” 

but there is “[. . .] nothing that you have ever done, nothing that you can do to induce 

God to spare you one moment.”  He goes on to say that the only way that one can obtain 

“[. . .] the covenant of grace, the promises that are given in Christ [. . .],” is to “[. . . 

believe] in Christ [. . .].”  

Notice in the following sentence how we used ellipsis to indicate omitted passages between our 
snippets and how we placed in square brackets any alterations that we made to the original text to 
achieve a concise, grammatically correct sentence: 

He goes on to say that the only way that one can obtain “[. . .] the covenant of grace, the 
promises that are given in Christ [. . .],” is to “[. . . believe] in Christ [. . .].”  

Original text: 

God has laid himself under no obligation, by any promise to keep any natural man out of hell one moment. God certainly has made no promises either of eternal life, or of any deliverance or preservation from eternal death, but what are contained 

in the covenant of grace, the promises that are given in Christ, in whom all the promises are yea and amen. But surely they have no interest in the promises of the covenant of grace who are not the children of the covenant, who do not believe in 

any of the promises, and have no interest in the Mediator of the covenant. 

So that, whatever some have imagined and pretended about promises made to natural men's earnest seeking and knocking, it is plain and manifest, that whatever pains a natural man takes in religion, whatever prayers he makes, till he believes in 

Christ, God is under no manner of obligation to keep him a moment from eternal destruction. 



Finally, we need to ensure that we have documented any source material appropriately.  So far, we 

have given the name of the person who said the quotes, but we have not provided the title of the 

source.  If we were going to produce a Works Cited page with this paper, which we are not, we could 

simply let our reader look under “Edwards” on our Works Cited page to find the document from 

which we pulled the quotes.  However, since we’re not creating a Works Cited page, we should put the 

title of the work in the sentence.  That way the reader knows who said the quote and in which work 

they may find it, thereby eliminating the need for a parenthetical citation at the end of the sentence: 

Revised version of our example: 

In his sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Jonathan Edwards displays the Puritan 

belief that man is saved by grace and not by works when he says that, “[. . .] you may have reformed 

your life in many things [. . .],” but there is “[. . .] nothing that you have ever done, nothing that you 

can do to induce God to spare you one moment.”  He goes on to say that the only way that one can 

obtain “[. . .] the covenant of grace, the promises that are given in Christ [. . .],” is to “[. . . believe] in 

Christ [. . .].”  

The use of brackets around ellipses to indicate that they are not found in the original text is a 
debatable topic.  Some professors require it, while others think it unnecessary.  Here is a version of 
the same paragraph without the brackets. Notice that we must still put brackets around any content 
that we alter.  

In his sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Jonathan Edwards displays the Puritan 

belief that man is saved by grace and not by works when he says that, “. . .you may have reformed your 

life in many things. . .,” but there is “. . .nothing that you have ever done, nothing that you can do to 

induce God to spare you one moment.”  He goes on to say that the only way that one can  

obtain “. . .the covenant of grace, the promises that are given in Christ. . .,” is to “. . . [believe] in  

Christ . . . .”  

Since this example is only two sentences, it cannot stand alone as a paragraph, but you can transition 

into another example by a different author. Placing both examples in one paragraph would be 

appropriate as they would be on the same topic, “man is saved by grace and not by works.” 

Two important items: 

Look below to see the THREE PARTS OF AN EXAMPLE: CLAIM and PROOF 

(evidence/quote & explanation). 

Check out 2nd and 4th periods’ paragraphs and choose your favorite. 

 



Here is one example for one of the body sections for your Puritanism paper 

 

 

Notice that this excerpt illustrates the parts of an example: the CLAIM and the PROOF (quote & 
explanation). 

 

In his sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, Jonathan Edwards 

displays the Puritan belief that man is saved by grace and not by works 

when he says that “. . .nothing that you have ever done, nothing that you can do [will] 

induce God to spare you. . .[from hell.].”  He goes on to say that “. . .the covenant of 

grace, the promises that are given in Christ, . . . [can be obtained when one] . . .[believes] 

in Christ. . . .” So, it is not one’s actions, but rather one’s belief in Christ’s 

saving action (Crucifixion) that saves one from hell. 

 

Your example consists of your CLAIM (the pink) and your PROOF, which consists of 

evidence (the gray) and your explanation (the gross green). 

 

The CLAIM (pink) identifies the author, the work, and the tenet you plan to discuss. 

 

The 1st part of the PROOF (gray) is the quote itself. 

 

The gross green color is the 2nd part of the PROOF, an explanation of how the quote 

displays the tenet.  DON’T FORGET THIS PART! 

 

We didn’t originally put this sentence in because our quote so clearly restated the tenet 

it displays, but I added a specific explanation because I wanted you to see how it would 

be worded, and that it is necessary to provide that connection for your reader, especially 

when your quote doesn’t DIRECTLY restate the tenet.  An example of such an instance 

would be Edward Taylor’s request that God “weave the web Thyself” or “…clothe 

therewith [my soul]” as examples of the idea that man is saved by grace and not by 

works.  You would definitely need to explain how “weave the web Thyself” shows “saved 

by grace and not by works.” 

 

Since this example is only two three sentences, it cannot stand alone as a paragraph, but 

you can transition into another example by a different author. Placing both examples in 

one paragraph would be appropriate they would be on the same topic, “man is saved by 

grace and not by works.” 


